
 
 
 
 
September 6, 2017 
 
 
Dear Band and Choir Students and Parents, 
 
I am John Parkinson, band and choir director at Garden City Middle School. I would like to 
welcome everyone to our classes. Our band and choir classes consists of some advanced 
players and many who have never performed in a group before. I will be testing band students  
during the first few days of class to see which instrument is the best fit for each student. In some 
cases, students may have talents for several instruments. Once we have determined the best 
instrument, band students and parents will need to provide an instrument for class. 
 
Choir and Band Grades are based on participation in class every day. We will play or sing and 
learn together as well as performing individually every day, so I can assess progress and help 
with little details to help each student progress and enjoy playing their instrument. 
 
We will have several concerts this year both at the Middle School and with the High School.  
I will provide more specific information once dates have been determined by the schools. 
 
Instruments can be rented, purchased, or in most cases my students get their instruments from 
relatives and friends of their family, either in a closet or garage, not being played currently. If 
you can borrow an instrument, but it is broken, I get discounts from several music stores to help 
with the costs. 
 
Choir students will also be learning basic piano techniques and some easy piano music during 
the course of the year.  
 
There are many music stores near Garden City, they include Camerons, Marshall, and 
Anderson Music. In most cases, you can go to the store but you can also do everything over the 
phone and the music store will deliver the instrument to the school, saving parents time and 
gas. My suggestion is that when talking with music stores, ask about what the contract will cover 
for repairs, because instruments will need adjustments throughout the year. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me by email at parkinj@gardencityschools.com.  
or at 734-762-8350 ext. 8354. 
 
Thank you 
 
 
John Parkinson 
Band and Choir Director 
Garden City Middle School 
 


